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P10-1  
CRIMINOLOGY AND SOCIETY 
  

Panel Chair: Diego Sanjurjo (Autonoma University of Madrid (UAM), Spain) 
  

P10-1-1 
The past, present and future of criminology in Turkey (is there?) 
  

Veysel Dinler (Hitit University Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences, Turkey) 
  

Early criminological studies were started in Turkey after republic regime. Criminology courses were lec-
tured first at Police Institute in 1937. First published articles on criminology were focused on prison re-
searches and were comprehended as the assessments of statistical datum. Criminological researches were 
activated again with after liberalization period after 1950s. First criminology institute was established in 
1944 at Istanbul University. Istanbul University Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology achieved many 
academic organizations and activity which is still active in Istanbul. Nevertheless all these achievements 
could not been converted in to academic success. Only two issues of journal (The Journal of Criminal law 
and Criminology) were published in 1978 and 1979. 

Today, criminology in Turkey seems to be in progress; however it is not adequate to be assumed in aca-
demic success. First graduate program was opened in 2003 and doctorate program was started in 2005. 
The Turkish Journal of Criminology was started to be published in 2009 and the last (6th) issue was pub-
lished in 2011. Police Academy is only the university which the criminology course is compulsory. At most 
law schools criminology course is elective lesson and at some law schools criminology is not a separate 
course. 

We think that there are two main problems of criminology in Turkey. First of all, there is not enough aca-
demic concern on criminology. Criminal lawyers hesitate to study on criminology. Istanbul University Law 
School is the unique which has a criminology research centre. Sociologists do not have enough opportunity 
to acquire criminological statistics. On the other hand there are not enough competent scholars to make 
criminological researches in law enforcement. The second problem is the crime statistics and their accessi-
bility. Crime statistics is not gathered and published properly and it is supposed that dark figure of crime 
and unreported crime is in a large number. This fact obstructs reliable surveys. 

  

Keywords: criminology in Turkey, academic concern on criminology, crime researches, history of criminol-
ogy 
  
  

P10-1-2 
Social inequality and access to justice in Turkey 
  

Can Calici (Institute of Forensic Sciences, Istanbul University, Turkey), Neylan Ziyalar (Institute of Forensic 
Sciences, Istanbul University, Turkey) 
  

Social inequality is basicly defined as the presence of unequal opportunities and rewards for different so-
cial positions or statuses within a group or society. In a country one of the main symptoms of the social 
inequality; is the inequality of access to justice. The concept of “access to justice” started to become popu-
lar in the literature of law in Turkey during the 2000s. During EU accession process, the judicial, legislative 
and administrative systems in Turkey underwent a series of reforms in the last decade. This reform proc-
ess also includes access to justice and protective services.On the other hand, many citizens in Turkey today 
are still unable to claim their basic rights and access available services because of financial inadequacy. 

Legal aid has been introduced as a requirement of the right to fair trial and it is a principle brought not to 
be deprived of the right to file a case for those who cannot afford it. Legal aid will help for only civil cases 
such as divorce, child custody, housing, consumer protection, employment, benefits, health—go unmet. 


