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A QUALITATIVE RESEARCH ON THE ÇORUM MASSACRE IN 
TERMS OF ‘RIGHT TO TRUTH’ AND ‘TRUTH COMMISSIONS’

The Çorum Massacre in 1980 is a considerable event in Turkey’s history which resulted in serious human rights violation 
and crimes against humanity. This research aims to understand the importance of “right to truth” and “truth commission” 
as a resolution instrument in parties’ points of view. The essential question is whether establishing a truth commission to 

investigate this event will be an effective resolution for a social remedy and repair of continuing social problems in Çorum due 
to the 1980 Massacre. The study builds upon the question of whether a possible truth commission will be a key to reveal what 
has actually happened in 1980 and a good remedy for current tension present in Çorum. The research is based on a normative 
theory in which the Çorum Massacre is a historical case and has specific characters. For that reason, a qualitative method 
will be applied in this case study. 26 interviewees responded questions of semi-structured interview. Data was analyzed with 
Maxqda. Consequently majority of the interviewees don’t believe a truth commission gives a successful result in Turkey’s 
political conjuncture

right to truth, truth commission, Çorum Massacre, Çorum 1980

Rod Earle The Open University
Dr Bill Davies, Leeds Beckett University

DEVELOPING CONVICT CRIMINOLOGY LINKS ACROSS EUROPE

Convict criminology in the UK has several different strands, centres of academic activity and varieties of emphasis. At the 
University of Westminster, other founder members of British Convict Criminology, Dr Andy Aresti and Dr Sacha Darke 
have established a potent mentoring programme that links imprisoned students with sympathetic criminologists so that 

their learning and studies are well supported. They have established ‘Learning Together’ partnerships with HMP Pentonville 
in London, and forged strong partnerships with the Prison Education Trust. Bill Davies has established similar networks and 
teaching approaches from Leeds Beckett University, while Rod has sought to develop empirical and theoretical perspectives 
in a series of academic publications. This workshop invites those attending to participate in a broad discussion of whether a 
European network is viable and how best to foster the epistemological potential of convict criminology.
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